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serpent It was seen that the bark must have been stripped
off from base to summit, under the influence of electricity
which had violently rushed upwards.
"A narrow escape for Steam House/* said the engineer,
"We must remain here; we are safer than under those
trees.
As he spoke, we heard cries. Could it be our friends
returning ?
" It is Parazard's voice," said Storr.
It was indeed the cook, who, from the hinder balcony,
was loudly calling to us. We hastened to join him.
What a sight met our eyes ! Within a hundred yards
of us, behind, and to the right of, the camp, the banyan
forest was on fire !
Already the loftier tree-tops were disappearing behind a
curtain of flame.
The conflagration advanced fiercely, and with incredible
velocity towards Steam House. The danger was imminent
The heat and long continuous drought had combined to
to make trees, grass, and bushes so dry and combustible
that it was probable the entire forest would be devoured
by the furious element
"As we witnessed its rapid spread and advance, we were
convinced that should it reach the place of our encamp-
ment, our entire equipage would, in a very few minutes, be
destroyed.